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smacked their heads when he was angry, even
Robert who was twenty-one,, and none of them
ever answered back* Mrs. deSouza had given up
long ago; the children were act looked alter at ail
and had every kind of bad habit.
In the days of their grandfather, another
Alarico deSouza, the house had not been cut up
into flats, but they now lived on the top floor and
let the others out in suites; as many people as pos-
sible were crowded into each floor^ even the annex
that was one long room had been partitioned into
three and held the whole Lemarchant family.
They all went in and out by a door cut into
the great gates which had not been used for
years.
When the Lemarchants first came to the house
Mr, deSouza had been very polite. He put up
another partition to cut a cubicle off the bedroom
for father to sleep in, and built on the veranda,
making one of the windows into a door.
The annex was at the eastern side of the house
with the garden on the same side; it had an En-
trance from the vestibule through a low passage
and a pointed door, but chiefly they used the ver-
anda door where auntie kept her pots of flowers.
The one long room was partitioned into a sitting-
room and bedroom and father's cubicle; the roof
was arched, Mr. deSouza had put In the ceiling of
cloth with a wash of plaster that crumbled off now
in a fine dust so that it was difficult to keep the
rooms clean. There were arches over the windows
too, and at each apex a carving of a shield and a